Township Politics is a clear, concise and sophisticated defence of the civic movements' role in the struggle for a ' new ' South Africa. While there has been a cascade of books charting the actions of the key personalities in the transition period, works focusing on the organisational dynamics of community-based movements have been relatively few in number and vary dramatically in their level of sophistication. Mayekiso's book provides a valuable insight into the internal dynamics and beliefs of the various civic associations in Alexandra Township (a settlement of some , people just north of Johannesburg) during the transition. The assessment of the period is detailed and evenhanded without losing the element of personal involvement which the author has enjoyed over the years.
Mayekiso's work starts from the assumption that a respect for local experience and knowledge is crucial for all development initiatives. As he argues throughout, ' the term '' development '' can have no meaning if it does not refer to community control ' (p. ). Since the aspirations of the local community are paramount, Mayekiso is keen to help shape their thoughts into coherent programmes for achieving a better standard of living in solidarity with their counterparts abroad. This is where civic associations can play the important role of developing critical thinking in their members. As Mayekiso explains, ' our long-term concerns, were not only about ending apartheid, but about development, especially of the mind ' (p. ). Only through developing a critical edge to their thinking will civic associations be able to offer coherent alternatives to the dominant ' free-market ' approach to development.
Township Politics revolves around Mayekiso's experiences and his participation in the Alexandra Action Committee (AAC) founded in . This organisation, dedicated to class-oriented, non-racial politics, was designed to act as an interim committee until a democratic civic one was established. The impetus behind such organisations is explained as a desire to obtain the basic necessities that township residents needed in their daily struggles to build a better life. Mayekiso's vision of a ' better life ' is unashamedly socialist, which accounts for his focus on nurturing working-class civil society.
For what he calls the working-class, the struggle against apartheid could not be separated from a desire to create a more just and equitable economic system. Indeed, throughout the book, Mayekiso displays his hostility towards neo-liberal or so-called ' free-market ' approaches to reconstruction and development, the prospects for which, he argues, ' remain nearly nil '. The ultimate problem was that, despite all their differences, virtually everyone in the South African townships shared a ' sense of insecurity ' (p. ). To reduce this would require achieving not only democratic participation but real socioeconomic redistribution as well.
The book covers an enormous range -beyond the anthropology of the Tswana, everything from the transformation of medicine in Britain in the nineteenth century, to the intricacies of Wesley's theology -and Cobbett, Wordsworth, Huxley, Disraeli, Thoreau, Hardy, Orwell, Forster, Dickens are merely a few of the authors pressed into service or referred to in erudite and stimulating asides. Given this enormous range, it would be remarkable if the treatment did not appear more surefooted in some places than in others. But it must also be added that whatever the topic the treatment is never other than remarkably stimulating. And, since this too has become an object of debate after volume I (p. ), this reviewer is prepared to go on record as finding the style admirable. The book is well produced with remarkably few glitches, though this reviewer found some :  on p. xviii is obviously a misprint ; the final book of the New Testament is Revelation, not Revelations (p. ); Holub is described as a Czech on p.  and an Austrian on p.  ; Tswana is misspelt Tawana on p.  ; ' idiographic ' (p. ) is misspelt ' ideographic ' on the following page ; ' Gray  ' (p. ) can refer to either of two works. All quibbles aside, in its overall aim of showing how missionary activity played an enormous role in effecting the overall changes associated with the complex reality of ' colonialism ', this is an important, stimulating, provocative book worthy of the debates it will undoubtedly occasion.
  SOAS, University of London
Democratization in Malawi : a stocktaking edited by K  M. P  and K  R. R  Blantyre (Malawi) : CLAIM, . Pp. . Malawi Kwacha  (pbk.).
The Kachere Series, of which this book forms a part, is based on the initiative of the Department of Theology and Religious Studies of the University of Malawi. Although the emphasis of the series is naturally on religion and theology, the range of issues is much broader, and as is evident in the present text, extends into the political and social domain. This is hardly a matter for surprise, since recent political change in Malawi has developed in response to the Christian initiative which began in . This however has to be seen in the geopolitical context : the end of the Cold War, the impact of structural adjustment and the wider tendency to ' roll back the state '.
The major changes that have occurred in Malawi since  are the subject of a stocktaking in this collection. The contributors come from a wide range of disciplines ; they are primarily though by no means exclusively academics from the University of Malawi.
The key themes include an assessment of continuities and changes, with respect to a wide range of issues. The Banda regime is examined with its shortcomings ; but also some of its positive features are acknowledged. Issues of transition and the relevance of the past are considered. The question then arises as to what changes have taken place and what difficulties remain.
Continued paternalism, elitism and occasional unwarranted political interference are noted. At the same time, there is a recognition of development of a more open society, with greater political independence for the law, the churches, the press and literature -all areas which were closely circumscribed by the previous regime.
Some problem areas are recognised as having become worse after Banda. This is seen particularly with respect to corruption and self-interested leadership. Some difficulties are noted as having been present under Banda but as having become worse in the new government. This is seen to be the case with ethnic particularism, while the linguistic situation remains complex (and some of its aspects are explored here). These issues are also related to the problem of effective mass participation. Also recognisably worse since recent political change has been the marginalisation of the peasantry, and the prevalence of poverty and economic hardship (occasionally mitigated by patronage). The renewed cultural impact of the West, including the issue of the proper limits of liberalism, and its cultural relevance, are further matters for concern which are covered in this collection.
The general message is that though nobody wants the old system back, there remain many shortcomings. The elites have benefited more than the masses, and realistic programmes for wider benefit have been in short supply. The contributors mostly see the growth of civil society and the strengthening of civic education as important ways of alleviating the situation. The churches are seen as having an important role here, but there is concern over a tendency sometimes to neglect social issues.
The collection is supplied with numerous footnotes ; these are quite useful in themselves as a guide to further literature. The various chapters, which display a mixture of analysis and prescription, are clearly drawn together by the editors. Taken as a whole, the text makes an important contribution in drawing attention to the terms of the debate over the ' Second Republic ' of Malawi. It will remain useful to this end for many years to come.
 To that end it usefully recounts certain (fairly) obvious conditions for successful peace-keeping operations (pp. -) and describes in some detail the processes by which such large operations as ONUMOZ are got going, and at points it is quite good on the detail of how events unfolded (see, for example, the account of the elections crisis pp. -). But as befits an essentially bureaucratic text it is dull and repetitive and conceptually it remains on an entirely technicist terrain of ' operations ', ' mistakes ' and ' lessons '. The Mozambican ' case ' is then rendered for comparison with other ' cases ' by means of a tiresomely judgemental and patently great power self-interested terminology of ' political meltdown ' (p. ) which requires ' coordination ' of the ' international community ', UN agencies and non-governmental organisations, all of which seem to come from another planet. And of course it requires books like this.
What it does not require is any thought or the asking of any nasty questions as to why this system of powers interferes in some places (Africa) and not others (Central Asia), or demands democratic elections in some places (Nigeria) but not others (Algeria), or condemns ' terrorism ' in some places (Palestine) but not in others (Mozambique). This vacuous technicism, while it avoids these questions and occludes any kind of political analysis, is, in this book as elsewhere, entirely dominated by conventional wisdoms and great power agendas. Its analytical judgements are trite and cliche! d (the Mozambican government is summed up in terms of ' pragmatists ' and ' hardliners ', p. ) and its normative ones ritualistic and utterly abstract (the United Nations must ' ensure that those who infringe human rights are held accountable ', p. ). Renamo and human rights ? not an obvious association one would have thought. None of this of course, precludes a certain ' critical ' stance towards the multilateral institutions (their bureaucracy, their turf wars and so on) but even this is cliche! d and technicist as there is no reason to suppose these things will ever change. In sum, a symptomatic not an illuminating book.
  SOAS, University of London
Policy Implications on Environment : the case of villagisation in Tanzania by I  S. K  Uppsala : The Nordic Institute, and Dar Es Salaam, . Pp. . £..
Tanzania's resettlement programme, popularly known as villagisation, undertaken between  and , was unique in that it involved the largest number of people in the history of resettlements in the Third World. This is a study of the impacts of villagisation on the physical, biophysical and the social environments in Tanzania. It shows how that policy increased the human and livestock population in the new nucleated villages and the rigid land use plans within the settlements without technological back up, thus leading to the disruption of traditional land management systems and land degradation. The earlier studies of villagisation were broad and general in their approach and tended to concentrate on the social, political and economic aspects of post-villagisation. This study is an attempt to identify and describe the ecological consequences of villagisation. By looking at the environmental changes in resource use, i.e. cultivation of crops, harvesting of forest products (wood fuel and building materials) and livestock grazing, with case-studies of five villages of Mufindi District of Southern Tanzania, this study demonstrates how villagisation led to land degradation.
According to the author, the traditional system of land use before villagisation was in a quasi-equilibrium with the environment and did not result in land degradation. Many aspects of resource use prior to the villagisation programme illustrate the conservation value of traditional systems. As the population increased during the pre-villagisation period, industrial clusters of dwellings increased, however, the dispersed spatial distribution of these clusters of dwellings served to minimise competition for important resources such as farm lands and forest products. Similarly, scattered settlement patterns played an important role in environmental conservation, because land was allowed enough time to regenerate after use. With the traditional shifting cultivation, a plot of land was left to regenerate after the natural soil fertility had been depleted. In the meantime other areas were used. Even when the traditional system was exposed to development activities such as infra-structure creation and social services, it did not result in noticeable land degradation. Villagisation led to land degenerationdeforestation, soil degradation and soil erosion, as a result of significant changes in the pattern of resource use : cultivation, grazing and forestry. It also led to changes from traditional shifting cultivation to permanent agriculture which was not accompanied by appropriate use of fertilisers thus resulting in soil degradation, and declining agricultural productivity. Similarly, substantial increases in soil erosion resulted from overgrazing by the increased livestock population in the settlement areas and by restricting grazing to selected areas by the rigid ' land use plans '. Thus, according to the author, although villagisation in Tanzania might have positive attributes to its credit, it did have many long-term negative aspects which were not visualised by the policy makers.
Conclusions of this study deserve serious consideration by public policy makers in so far as these point out the need to balance the economic, political and administrative priorities with environmental (physical and social) considerations in resource utilisation. As the villagisation programme in Tanzania failed to consider the possible physical and social environmental implications and resulted in environmental degradation, the need for maintaining a balance between production and stability of the ecosystem is a significant lesson of this study for planners in other countries.
 The book takes up a persistent theme, not just of anthropology but of other disciplinary approaches to an understanding of African societies : the extent to which a social system based on kinship is informed, or perhaps progressively undermined, by global political and economic forces or alternatively maintains its essential integrity in the face of the external influences. Crehan describes her task as an attempt to elucidate grand abstractions -kinship, the state, commoditisation capitalism -by closely studying the way ordinary people in a remote corner of Zambia make sense of their situations, situate themselves and navigate through a set of often competing and contradictory discourses. In this she has been largely successful. The book presents both the intricate detail of everyday life and illuminates many of the dilemmas of contemporary politics and development. But questions regarding the nature and selection of evidence and of its interpretation, given the complication of diverse perspectives which Crehan acknowledges, must remain to the fore. While presenting a plausible account of how people make sense of their complicated reality, the extent to which hegemony may itself be refracted differently in respect of different aspects of that reality may forestall any simple conclusions as to whether it is the logic of meanings grounded in kinship or more global systems which exert a dominant influence over people's lives.
Crehan describes the structure of her book and its collection of thematic perspectives in terms of location, mapping, naming and situating. The first section sets out theoretical premises, explores her own location in respect of her subject matter and takes up the theme of naming in the context of interpenetration of local and global, with specific reference to the naming of the Kaonde as a tribe by officials and academics during the colonial period, and the salience of tribal identity for the present. Her conceptual framework draws on three lines of influence : a broad political economy within a solid marxist tradition, which emphasises the process of commoditisation and its social impact (with the corrective inclusion of gender relations, a dimension noted as missing from original marxist formulations), exploration of the utility of the notion of hegemony from Gramsci and the power of naming emerging out of dialogue from Bakhtin.
She moves in the second section of her book to a consideration of how people in the communities studied are located and situated in respect of the political and economic sphere. Here she explores the division of labour, the way in which authority is organised, the fracturing along lines of competing tendencies -market forces and citizenship on the one hand, and the structuring of authority and allocation of resources along lines of age and gender within a system based on the reciprocities and obligations of kinship on the other.
In a final section she turns to the question of how people in the area imagine their landscape, with a focus on ideas about witchcraft, noting how their changing content exposes the lines of fracturing previously detailed. Arguing that the discourse on witchcraft reveals the structure of the community of kinship in reverse, by emphasising the danger\misfortune inherent in the flaunting of kinship obligations and the failure to demonstrate respect, she notes how such beliefs figure as a moral critique, linking physical and material misfortune with individual greed and abuse of roles and responsibilities embedded in the community of kinship. This is a thoughtful, nuanced analysis which takes nothing for granted, examining superficial explanations to reveal an underlying complexity. With respect to the dimension of gender, for example, she acknowledges that language as well as practice firmly place women in a subordinate position, in both public and private spheres. Yet through examination of the reciprocal roles and responsibilities in marriage -in turn depicted as a central feature of Kaonde social organisation -women are shown to exercise a degree of autonomy and an ability to subsist on their own for considerable periods of time, and men to be dependent on the continuity of female labour for day-today survival.
In considering the linked terrains of politics and economy, Crehan focuses on two elements : the Boma, whose officials represent the state with its rights of citizenship and regulations, and the settlement scheme, funded and largely managed by donors, as part of an Integrated Rural Development Project. She notes the way in which the government and development initiatives both intrude on rural communities and assist in the effort to raise standards of living. Government represents the repository of expertise, resources, but perhaps most importantly, power. Fundamental to Crehan's analysis is the argument that while people see and understand themselves to be citizens of Zambia and have been broadly integrated into a wider market economy, it is the community of kinship which remains most fundamental to their lives, their sense of personal identity and place in the world, an assertion which necessarily presents challenges to local lives as well as those formulating policies for development and seeking to activate national political agendas.
  University of Leeds
Burundi : ethnic conflict and genocide by R ! L  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, . Pp. . £., £. (pbk.).
Rene! Lemarchand begins his insightful study of ethnic conflict and genocide in Burundi by presenting a ' paradox ' of Burundian politics that confounds analytical parsimony. Unlike the ethnic realities of many sub-Saharan countries, ethnic Hutu and Tutsi in Burundi have a long history of peaceful coexistence, speaking the same language of Kirundi, living together in the same communities, and serving the traditional monarchy as loyal subjects. However, the advent of colonial rule and the ensuing independence years were punctuated by periodic violent ethnic eruptions that, on the surface, contradict Burundi's past. Throughout the book, Lemarchand methodically dissects this seemingly unsolvable paradox with a well organised and concisely written historical analysis of political development in the former German and Belgian colony.
In order to highlight the complexities of ethnic and political relations in the country, Lemarchand identifies four inter-related myths about Burundi. The author discounts simplistic causes of ethnic conflict based solely on ' historical antagonisms ' (p. ), colonial rule or ' external subversion ' (p. ), and he disputes the notion that the massive  killings were ' a Tutsi plot ' (p. ) against the majority Hutu population. Instead, Lemarchand builds on Liisa Malkki's ' mythico-historical ' study of Hutu refugees in Tanzania, contending that perceptions of particular events, tainted with ethnic primordialism, have facilitated the use of violence as a mode of discourse for both groups.
Lemarchand begins his historical analysis by providing an overview of power relations before independence in . Specifically, he examines the impact of kingship, princely rivalries and German and Belgian colonialism on political development in Burundi. In addition, he examines how factionalism gradually eroded the power of the monarchy and ultimately resulted in the establishment of the First Republic under President Michel Micombero's leadership. Describing the state as a ' factional arena ', the author carefully documents the impact of intra-Tutsi conflicts between the regional Bururi and Muramvya factions, and the ensuing ' rise of ethno-regional hegemony ' by southern Tutsi from Bururi.
The tragic ethnic violence of  is the subject of a separate chapter, given the impact of this event on ethnic identity and conflict during the ensuing years. Indeed, the Tutsi-dominated army's massive and indiscriminate response to an attempted Hutu rebellion left a permanent scar on the Hutu psyche that was not fully exposed until ethnic violence resurfaced in . Lemarchand then chronicles two successive coup d'eT tats by fellow Tutsi from Bururi. Jean-Baptiste Bagaza assumed control in  and continued Micombero's habit of using the state to enforce ethno-regional hegemony while also severely restricting church freedoms in the country. This was followed by the advent of Pierre Buyoya's Third Republic in , and his attempt to forge national unity after yet another eruption of ethnic violence in . In the final chapter of the book, Lemarchand explores the political options for the ethnically divided country during the Third Republic. According to the author, the country could revert back to the days of ethnic hegemony, attempt to forge a power-sharing arrangement based on Arend Lijphart's notion of consociationalism, or establish a democratic system.
Lemarchand's book provides an excellent foundation for understanding the ethnic conflict and violence that has plagued the country since . He lucidly describes the genesis of ethnic identities in Burundi, and he explains how these identities evolved from peaceful coexistence and interaction to a ubiquitous discourse based on violence and confrontation. Unfortunately, the epilogue (written after the  elections) and the updated preface (written after the assassination of Ndadaye), are beset by a sense of personal frustration and subjectivity that is not consistent with the overall tenor of the book. However, this does not diminish the value of the book for students, teachers, and practitioners interested in learning more about the current ethnic stalemate in Burundi.
Written before the violence that erupted in , the final quote of the book remains relevant, although unfortunately unheeded by the instigators and perpetrators of violence that has continued for five uninterrupted years : ' The bloodshed of the past has at least served one major purpose : however traumatic the learning experience, it is a permanent reminder that there is simply no alternative to peaceful coexistence ' (p. ).
 .  Mississippi State University
The Culture of Politics in Modern Kenya by A  H  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, . Pp. . £., £. (pbk.).
For Angelique Haugerud, baraza (outdoor public assemblies) are the point of entry into Kenyan politics and social life. Haugerud attempts to counter what she perceives as a binary view anchored in essentialist oppositions i.e. the Western pre-s success story, and the s corrupt regime constructions of Kenya. Adopting a post-modernist mode, Haugerud proceeds to reject the oppositional constructs which reinforce the dichotomy between the West (' us ') and Kenya (' them '). In Haugerud's analysis both images, misleadingly, emphasise the nation-state as a ' discrete functional unit '. It is clear from her introduction that Haugerud has waded deeply into the realm of contemporary theories of time, space and the interface between local, national and global domains. In making sense of Kenyan politics, Haugerud's quest is to uncover the tensions in post-modernist ' chaos ' between situational contingencies and structural regularities. Baraza set the stage for this exploration, since they create a space in which contingent claims to ' shore up ' a social order occur in response to attempts at disintegration. Within this conflictual milieu there is no singular narrative of national political culture. It is continuously created and transformed within a context of unequal power and dynamic social relations.
A chapter on political culture and ' democracy ', in the early s, highlights the significance of baraza as a key arena for overt challenges to the state. As Haugerud acknowledges, this practice is not new. In my recollection of the previous decade, Moi, in response to criticism emanating in vernacular theatre, engaged in populist rhetoric to appeal directly to wanachi, while concurrently consolidating his own authoritarian rule. Western journalists and scholars certainly have no exclusive purchase over essentialist dualisms. In the early months of , prior to the abortive coup in August, Moi deployed baraza to construct a nationalist (positive)\' other ' (negative) dualism which mirrored, in caricature, that attributed by Haugerud to Westerners. Haugerud's periodisation of Western perceptions of Kenyan politics is chronologically flawed. The key political watershed was the abortive coup of . While in the early years of his presidency Moi was hailed as African democrat par excellence, by  the consensus was crumbling. Western narratives must also be disaggregated. While academics and journalists were contesting the consensual view by early , Western donors were much slower off the mark, and Haugerud is correct in identifying  as the critical year in which international pressure pushed Moi towards political liberalisation.
Drawing on the idioms of theatre (specifically, a Kenyanised version of The Mikado performed in Nairobi in ) and popular music (depicting the  demolition of the Muoroto shanty town and eviction of the residents), Haugerud documents expressions of widespread disaffection with both state and international community. Here, her talent lies in the portrayal, via theatre and music, of ' shattered silences '. Structural features -corruption, currency devaluation, inequality, regional tension, competition over land, state repression etc. -provide the impetus for the eruption of disaffection and the shattering of silences. Moi created new national symbols in , participated in numerous baraza, and created a national political culture which, in Haugerud's startling acocunt, was not radically challenged until the s. Well ! Where on earth was she in the first seven months of , when a similar set of structural factors generated high levels of disaffection expressed through music and theatre ? In response, Moi duly rounded up playwrights, university teachers, journalists etc. and levels of political unrest soared, culminating in the disastrous abortive coup initiated by airforce NCOs, and supported by students, shanty-town residents and various political opponents. Haugerud's chapter on forms of domination before , however, gives no hint of how the concerns of the early s were foreshadowed by themes tragically expressed in the previous decade. What she does is focus on the specific form of baraza in Embu in the late s. Now, while in its own terms this works well, as an account of Kenyan politics it is starkly one-dimensional. In the final two chapters (moral economy in central Kenya since the late nineteenth century, and the Embu household economy in the s)
Haugerud creates an impressive multilayered ethnographical picture of the life and times of the Embu. This is really what the book is about.
Haugerud has written an extraordinary account of modern Kenyan politics in which the tumultuous events of the early s, and the ramification of these events for the s, pass without comment. While the baraza focus provides a refreshingly innovative and illuminating approach to political culture, Haugerud's domain assumption of the rupture of a singular Western narrative in the s is problematic. Perhaps a tad more deconstruction of Western scholarship would not have gone amiss ?
  Lancaster University
The Eritrean Struggle for Independence : domination, resistance, nationalism - by R  I  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, . Pp. . £. (pbk.).
In June , I was conducting fieldwork not far from the Kenya-Ethiopia border when the Ethiopian-Eritrean war broke out. The conflict was a central topic of discussion in the region and news about it was avidly followed by tuning in to the BBC and Voice of America world service broadcasts. Later that month, I spent four weeks in Addis Ababa, where the war was similarly the focus of popular attention. Despite my proximity to the scene of the war, like so many of my interlocutors, I was no more enlightened about the reasons underlying the conflict. Ruth Iyob's study of Eritrean political history, first published in hardback in , does not, obviously, address this most recent conflict. Nevertheless, the monograph provides excellent background for understanding the nature of Ethio-Eritrean relations over a period of five decades. In the second section of the book, Iyob traces the historical roots of the Eritrean problem. She gives a detailed description of the different liberation movements that were formed to resist Eritrea's federation to Ehtiopia in  and after its subsequent annexation in . She shows how during this period of resistance. Eritrea grew from a ' conglomerate of different communities ', into a unified people. This part of the book will be indispensable to all those readers, both academic and non-academic, who wish to understand how Eritrea came into being as an independent African nation-state in .
But this book is more than a compilation of events. Its fine historical exposition is accompanied by a sophisticated theoretical analysis of the regional and international contexts in which the conflict evolved and the conditions under which it was eventually resolved. Iyob suggests that Ethiopia used its pace as the dominant regional hegemon to produce a ' regime of truth ' through which it managed to effectively isolate Eritrea politically and diplomatically at both the regional and international levels. Iyob defines the concept of regional hegemony as the dominant position occupied by specific states by virtue of their military, diplomatic, economic and\or geostrategic capabilities through which they are able to exercise power at the expense of weaker states (p. ). The concept is inspired by the works of Gramsci and Foucault. This sociopolitical analytical framework provides Iyob with a new perspective for examining how Ethiopia was able to emerge as the dominant power in the Horn of Africa in the post-colonial era. She shows how Ethiopia manipulated various African, Middle Eastern and Western interests to gain a hegemonic hold on the region. In particular, she analyses how Ethiopia was able to continue to legitimise, through such Pan-African institutions as the OAU, its own expansionist designs, whilst delegitimising threats to its territorial unity from the growing opposition movements at home. She exposes how Ethiopia drew on traditional imagery, its own brief encounter with colonialism and its new role in the region to represent itself as a champion of African freedom. She explains how, mesmerised by Ethiopia's ancient and recent past, other African states turned a blind eye to the regime's own violation of human rights. Iyob traces how Eritrea gradually moved from a reactive to a combative policy to contest this pernicious Ethiopian regime of truth. By using its own rhetorical media, Eritrea was able eventually to circumvent the Ethiopian discourse of power and expose its repressive tactics.
Iyob's analysis will be valuable for understanding not only the Eritrean case, but also those of other local and regional irredentist movements, such as that of the Oromo Liberation Front. It also helps us to comprehend the present conflict. With its access to the Red Sea ports, Eritrea occupies a vitally important geostrategic and economic position : this will continue to make it a vulnerable prey for its more powerful neighbour. So Africa's newest state has taken another step in its international recognition by adding to the long shelf of the African Historical Dictionaries, and very timely it is too. After years in which the Eritrean Peoples' Liberation Front (EPLF) became a byword for the success of guerrilla warfare in Africa, there is still something of a sense of mystery surrounding the country. While the EPLF was lauded on the Left in particular, there was a sense that not much beyond an EPLF view was coming out : likewise, since independence and EPLF's change from military to political domination critical discussion of Eritrea has been limited, partly from lack of knowledge of just what has been going on there.
  University of Durham
This dictionary is not intended to answer such questions, nor does it do so, but is a useful tool. Finding the contents cannot have been easy, and Tom Killion is to be congratulated on his collection of the necessary materials, much of it gathered when he was teaching at Asmara University. While the introduction offers only a short account of Eritrean history, the dictionary itself is wide-ranging, looking at many issues and geographical features in addition to biographical details of many prominent personalities in Eritrea. As a result it is possible to build something of a picture of Eritrea from these pages, as well as finding a mass of factual detail.
However, some of the detail is highly contentious, to put it mildly. It is an unfortunate coincidence that the dictionary has appeared at the same time as the Eritrean-Ethiopian clash over their common border. The maps given at the start of the book clearly put the disputed Yirga triangle outside Eritea's borders. And while the section on borders points to problems with Yemen and Sudan, it gives no indication whatever that there is any form of disagreement between the former close allies over the triangle. Given this unfortunate coincidence, it may be some time before Killion is able to get back to Eritrea, but in the meantime he has done most of us a service with this book -if not the sensitive Eritrean authorities in Asmara.
 This volume assesses recent civil society activism in rural Nigeria in the context of the debate on democratisation. In the preface, and unevenly in the text, civil society is conceived of as implicitly transcending or antithetic to existing form(s) of stateness, its organs encompassing age\gender groupings, hometown associations, and community development councils. The preferred social configuration is characterised as ' the truly post-colonial state ' (p. x), its search having even required some ' dirtying of hands and going to the backwoods ' by project participants (p. viii). Innocuous or disagreeable allegories these might be, yet they point to the limits of macro-oriented development research on Nigeria since the s and, as indicated below, to a way forward. The first and last chapters seem set apart from the remainder. Chapter  would form part of the introduction under stringent editorial circumstances ; chapters  and  would also be merged. All seven case chapters open with brief conceptual\theoretical statements, making each almost selfsufficient and the whole easy to read. However, similar theoretical and methodological points are repeated many times over. Puzzle number one is how had rural communities responded to pervasive shortfalls in state-based infrastructure supply in Nigeria in the late s and early s ? Answer : communities had ' seized available opportunities for selfgenerated development ' (p. ) by establishing their own development programmes and\or agencies, apparently before the infrastructure supply situation had become unbearable. This seems self-evident enough ; all case chapters also furnish information on infrastructure projects initiated, financed and\or managed singlehandedly or jointly with external bodies, including NGOs. Much of this is familiar though several questions remain. Foremost is why recourse to ' self-generated development ' had become so generalised in rural Nigeria in the s. Was it to ensure parochial interests in conditions of private socioeconomic insecurity occasioned by institutional failures and\or state incapacity, or to transfer decision-making on relevant issues from centralised government to local community organisations ? Another relates to conceptions of rural dwellers, whether they have become motivated politicos ' reclaiming ' their rights from a runaway state, or remain innocent victims caught in the middle of a crisis not of their own making. Above all, what does this genre of self-help mean for elite-mass relations at local and wider levels ? Can surveyed organisations advance the quest for a democratic polity in Nigeria ?
Contributors differ more or less markedly on these structural puzzles. Ofondu, Otite and Okorie variously emphasise the salience of precolonial practices, not least consensus decision-making and mobilisation. Yet, rural organisations remain steeped in primordial values, the systematic exclusion of contrasting opinion commonplace. Membership in kindred organisations is not always voluntary : as Ofondu suggests choice could also mean alienation (p. ) ; exclusion by age and marital status is rife even in women's organisations (pp. , ). Amuwo, Egwu, Eteng and Kawonise hint at behavioural dissonance or confusion wherever new values have conflicted with old. Even the ubiquitous drivers' union came across variously as ' non-political ', indifferent, partisan or self-centred (pp. , , , ), its fabled welfare programme funded with ever-increasing fares that translate, in effect, to additional taxes on rural incomes. If ' associational ' life in rural Nigeria has been diverse and complex, the net burden of development activism has probably been heavier for ordinary folk than for elites. Surely there is a largescale democratic deficit in rural society. The road to the future is no less contested. Most are agreed that rural organisations require more openness and accountability in their internal operations. Amuwo, Egwu, Eteng, Kawonise and Ofondu emphasise the elite's role. Kawonise also exposes ' bottom-up ' rhetoric by suggesting that state patronage had been critical to expanded organisational horizons in Ijebu-Ode (p. ). In turn, Otite and Okorie are sanguine about the adaptive capacity and relevance of traditional organs ; they advocate a return to ' our roots '. Whether collective experiences can realistically be ' re-lived ' and historical moments extrapolated are different questions.
The most optimistic projections belong to Adedeji, ACDESS founder and lead contributor. Some might contend Adedeji's chapters overflow with slogans and inferences not infrequently at odds with case data. The introduction certainly parades fashionable cliche! s and incomplete endnotes (pp. , , , ) ; the conclusion seems overly normative, tying together the disparate analytical strands in the cases only perfunctorily. Key concepts (e.g. ' truly post-colonial state ') are far from satisfactorily defined, some methodological claims (e.g. ' typicality ') are not entirely convincing. An obsolete administrative map (p. xv) bears testimony to the four-year lag between datagathering and publication.
None the less, the volume provides useful insights on rural Nigeria and suggests three general lessons for future research. The first is that in Africa, despised state forms will not wither away or necessarily become amenable to wishful reconstructing from scratch. Quite the contrary. The state has to be mended, augmented, relegitimised and renewed periodically ; institutionbuilding is an endless process. Second, state-mending and social-institutional change generally might be energised more by autonomous local-level action than by official prerogatives. Yet, since community organisations had emerged from within the state's long-running ' disciplines ', an all-important task is to make civic organisations of current organs of civil society.
 .  Harvard University
Rural Settlement Structure and African Development edited by M  S  Boulder, CO, and Oxford : Westview Press, . Pp. jxii. £..
The focus of this book of case studies is rural settlement seen from historical, spatial, structural and developmental standpoints : anyone who has read or taught a course along traditional lines on rural settlement will recognise its frame of reference. The intention, declared on the first page, is to come to grips with the relations between built environments and development. The case studies are diverse in methodology, and dispersed geographically. Thus, after theoretical and historical introductions written by David Grossman and David Siddle, James Newman and the editor, the book plunges into studies of settlement evolution in central Nigeria (Glen Davis Stone), Botswana (R. M. K. Silitshena), Burkina Faso and Ruanda (both by Robert E. Ford).
The diversity of African settlement evolution is immediately apparent, as well as the multiplicity of approaches taken by researchers. The book then moves on to developmental issues, with two chapters on the role of settlement structure in development programmes (one by Edward C. Green and Raymond T. Isely, and the other by Asmarom Legesse), and two on settlement policies (Lovemore Zinyama on Zimbabwe and Richard J. Massoro on Tanzania). Finally, the editor winds up with a discussion of the ' rural urban nexus '. Neither ' development ' nor the ' built environment ' are explicitly defined, yet the subject matter raises the question whether either term should be taken as self-explanatory. For this reviewer, too much space is given to debates about structure and spatial organisation which -in an Africa increasingly dominated by issues of poverty, social injustice and environmental management -seems to verge on the anachronistic, anchored as it is in the planning vogue of the sixties. The many mistakes -some of them recounted here -made by the planners, the deep cultural roots of settlement forms and organisation, and their persistence (when allowed) under conditions of rapid change, suggest that rural settlement is marginal to the big issues and should be left alone, or at least protected from falling victim to models which were used in the past for dubious purposes of social control. Indeed, the editor is at pains to suggest (p. ) that Africa disproves most settlement theories, and that settlement forms are, today, a part of the adaptive strategies of rural peoples. More examples of such adaptations might have a stronger resonance with contemporary change than the tired examples of settlement planning recounted in a few of the chapters.
The rural ' built environment ' represents the investments of poor people over time. As shown by Cour and his associates in the Club du Sahel's West Africa Long Term Perspective Study (), by neglecting settlements as investments, economic planners risk underestimating indigenous resources for growth. This book lacks economic analyses of settlement processes, but such a perspective offers a challenge to geographers in particular. The editor's highlighting of rural-urban linkages in the final chapter is apposite, but a radical new role for settlement geography is only dimly signposted in this book.
  Drylands Research, Crewkerne
Writing South Africa : literature, apartheid, and democracy, - edited by D  A  and R  J  Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, . Pp. xviij. £., £. (pbk.).
Post-apartheid South Africa, a nation in the making, is a compelling site to observe the function of cultural forms in the fashioning of a new national identity. Yet the significance of these processes goes beyond the confines of a single country, as this very important book amply demonstrates. Indeed, South Africa provides a modifying test-case for post-colonial studies more generally. Looking at South Africa, for instance, we are obliged to refine our models of hybridity in the face of a context where not only has cultural development been restricted, but where biological hybridity itself was policed by state legislation for two generations. A hard look at South Africa reminds us just how much the sometimes convenient formulations of post-colonial study need to be determined, finally, by context ; and also that a transitional dynamic is essential : looking at an emergent nation it is clear that postcolonialism as a critical field will need to be reformulated as the processes it maps progress. This collection is set to become a ' landmark ' text in that reformulation.
The editors, in their introduction, offer a shrewd critique of the more simplistic versions of ' hybridity ' and ' multiculturalism ' (one version of which suited the apartheid ideal of separate development, it should be remembered). The introduction lays down an ethical foundation-stone, and a principle to which the collection as a whole does justice : the call is made for ' careful research, for the always imperfect attempt to understand the other without turning the other into a version of the self '. This must be done without fetishising difference, and in the spirit of a ' genuine interchange between cultures ' (p. ).
The nineteen contributors to this substantial collection are all eminent scholars of South African literature, or, as in the cases of Albie Sachs and Mongane Serote, key writers and significant figures in South African political life. Moreover, the stature of the writers assembled here is matched by the quality of the essays which, in , words, have the scope to establish substantive arguments. The primary focus is on writing in English, but some of the discussions extend beyond English (there are eleven official languages in South Africa), in accordance with the ethical pursuit of inclusiveness and dialogue. The coverage is satisfyingly broad, but two key topics emerge : the place of theatre, and the significance of the white novelist J. M. Coetzee.
The discussions of theatre show how the form engages fairly immediately with the social context in which it emerges, as in Dennis Walder's thoughtful piece on gender politics. Zakes Mda's essay argues that the evolving Theatre for Development has the potential to intervene directly in pressing social questions (such as AIDS education), to root itself (through collaborative and participatory principles) in the life lived in rural areas and urban slums. The frameworks for analysing theatre established here also offer a challenge to certain Western (especially English) cultural assumptions, and this points to a fundamental contrast between this celebration of the ' theatre of the illiterate ' (p. ), with its agenda for social reform, and the book's other main recurring topic, J. M. Coetzee, whose work can be taken to represent an alternative extreme in the range of literary production. His writing is rooted in both a European literary heritage, and a contemporary theoretical consciousness : he is South Africa's first post-modernist writer.
David Attwell, in a fine essay on Age of Iron, identifies the essence of Coetzee's project. He brings out very well Coetzee's quiet resistance of an imposed social duty, in the pursuit of a writer's own imperative. This goes to the heart of recent debates about affiliation and commitment in South African writing. Coetzee's stand needs to be set against the directives of the ANC and other anti-apartheid organisations concerning cultural development, which, in a laudable pursuit of the best political path, can leave aesthetic questions unaccounted for. Such a normative drive is precisely that which Coetzee wishes to elude : he seeks to reunite ethics and aesthetics. (A consciousness of the dangers involved in a prescriptive cultural programme also emerges from within the ANC, as evidenced in Albie Sachs's position paper.)
The book, quite rightly in my view, comes down on the side of celebrating the historical engagement to be discovered within Coetzee's post-modernism. Yet a worrying division -which replicates a binary split which has dogged discussion of apartheid literature -emerges when the book's central topics are juxtaposed. The stark contrast between the immediacy of black theatre, and the more circuitous ethics of Coetzean aesthetic activity, would seem to illustrate the divide between black and white writing which Lewis Nkosi notes. Confronting the problem of an apparent split between post-modernist white writing and neo-realist black writing, Nkosi addresses squarely the limitations imposed upon black expression -the cultural deprivation, the social neglect -without falling into the trap of dismissing theory-sponsored post-modernism as necessarily irrelevant to black experience. While separating out specific Western disenchantments, and the internal textual relations they beget, Nkosi sketches possible connections between (for example) Bessie Head and Michel Foucault. Nkosi's essay, in effect, pushes to its limits the model of interchange between cultures outlined in the introduction. He also works, tacitly, with a crucial tenet of any politically enlightened literary theory : that to dismiss notionally arcane or difficult cultural forms as elitist is to assist in those exclusive processes which place ' high art ', emptied of its ethical potential, beyond the reach of ordinary people. This collection appears in a series (' Crosscurrents ') whose general editors explain that it ' explores simultaneously the new terrain revealed by recently developed methodologies while offering fresh insights into more familiar and established subject areas ' (p. x). The authors in Writing and Africa are nearly all academics teaching ' Literature ' or ' English '. There are fourteen shortish contributions on aspects of writing in Africa and they range from sophisticated applications of recent approaches in literary theory to relatively simple overviews of well-known works. Regionally, there are reviews of North African, West African, and East and Central African writing. Thematic pieces include studies of Rider Haggard, the historicity of oral tradition, and ' history ' versus historical novels in South Africa. Jack Mapanje succinctly elucidates how dictators stifle writers politically, practically and culturally and Adewale Maja-Pearce shows how global capitalists can control local press freedom. ' New approaches ' include consideration of gender (Lyn Innes and Caroline Rooney) and a lively introduction to written forms of popular culture (Jane Bryce-Okunlola). These writers show why such topics and perspectives are important, while Kwaku Larbi Korang and Stephen Slemon intelligently introduce terms and debates on post-colonialism.
  University of Central England
A book of lively tasters, then, with something for everyone ? Yes, in some ways. Its diversity allows the reader to sense how many themes and issues there are to explore. (Further reading is also provided.) But there are uncomfortable discrepancies. The reviewer's task is to consider the book as written, and not the one she would have liked to read. But Writing and Africa is a misleading title when writing in French is mostly ignored. Apart from discussion of Ngugi, indigenous and other European languages are not in the picture. Talahite's discussion of Maghrebian debates over the choice of French or Arabic models shows how interesting it would be for discussants of Ngugi to contrast these arguments. How revealing, too, it would be to describe and relate recent Nigerian and Ivorian fiction and their conditions of production. Mariama Ba is quoted on gender, but not other women writing in Senegal -anglophone worlds are silently centred in this contribution as elsewhere. These gaps mean that more is promised than is delivered.
Writing and Africa is a subject to interest many kinds of reader, not all academic. This book seems aimed at those who work in literary and cultural studies, to show not only how African (creative) writing is susceptible to stateof-the-art First World analysis, but also to raise important basic queries for newcomers, as to what, for instance, is African writing ? Discussions about what is African writing are here much more limited, except in relation to popular culture. Oral versus written history and historicity are discussed -but not the significance of other oral arts, not journalism or other non-fiction writing. Some contributors cross disciplinary boundaries with intelligent verveAdiatu Kanneh (' What is African literature ? ') is an example -but underlying the claims to interdisciplinary openness, ' literary critical ' practices and assumptions guide the editors and many contributors. By this I mean that there is more discussion of other critics' views on (mostly) African novels than such writings themselves ; little emphasis on material and political conditions of writing, apart from Mapanje and Adewale-Pearce, and a familiar tendency to equate ' influence ' with the influence of small literary elites. Thus Edward Blyden's intellectual influence is discussed by Ed Marum from secondary sources (no work by Blyden himself is cited). The writers on post-colonialism briefly note that Blyden influenced actual nationalists. No author deals with Blyden's own environment (unlike Mapanje) or asks questions about how much his ideas had to do with the rise of nationalist movements. Besides venturing into post-colonialism, perhaps others will rethink the implications for African writers of neo-colonialism -and follow up Adewale-Pearce's points on liberal capitalism -with all its complex underpinnings of power, resources and education ?
 This thorough review of the difficulties posed in supplying the information needs of sub-Saharan Africa offers not only an excellent critique of the failure of conventional librarianship during the decades since African independence, but also proposes a new framework for current and future provision. Since the first edition of , much of Africa has undergone considerable transition driven by internal and external demands for change that has seen closed political systems, where information is highly controlled, move to relatively open and free societies. It is in this context that a fresh approach towards how the renewed exchange of ideas and knowledge can best be facilitated, must be welcomed.
Paul Sturges, of the Department of Information and Library Studies at Loughborough University, and Richard Neil, Head of Library and Information Studies at the University of Botswana, have addressed deficiencies acknowledged in the first edition. The influence of South Africa is duly considered, the anglophone bias of the previous edition has been balanced by many examples of library and information strategies practiced in francophone Africa and, as a consequence, assessment of the literature and research in the subject has benefited enormously, contributing a valuable survey of prevailing opinion. The authors themselves have undertaken research in Malawi, Zimbabwe and Senegal ; indeed, it is francophone Africa, lacking the structured library tradition imported elsewhere, that inspires the authors to promote less formal means of communicating information utilising traditional, oral techniques alongside new technologies.
Consideration of Africa's broader information environment provides the necessary background to understanding the obstacles to free information flow. The effects of explicit and of insidious censorship, the often sycophantic press and radio, and the ' developed nation ' bias that invades the broadcast media, all inhibit Africa's wider development. The authors contrast the rich oral tradition of the continent with the lack of a ' reading culture ', and claim ' the book has failed to play a significant role in the social and cultural development of the continent and its people '(p. ). African statistics, notoriously unreliable, variously quote illiteracy levels at - per cent of the population. With such a limited market and only minimal resources available, the transient and fluctuating nature of the publishing industry is unsurprising, Africa's ' book famine ' is aptly described. The inability of libraries to rely upon an ' African ' resource of published material has led, in part, to accusations of irrelevance. Whilst detailing examples of unsolicited or completely inappropriate donations by well-meaning organisations, the authors could usefully have expanded further upon methods to encourage the re-direction of Western donor aid towards supporting indigenous publishing.
However, Sturges and Neill rightly rebut claims that African can ' leapfrog ' the literacy age into the information technology (IT) age through the use of visual media and computer ' literacy ' such as touchscreens. They remind us that IT has high usage only in very specific settings such as the urbancommercial and academic environment. Even here, dependency upon poor telecommunications or hardware makes IT very vulnerable compared to the robustness of the book. Besides, with an increasing number of Africa's population able to obtain at least a basic primary-level education, who would deny them access to the store of human knowledge locked into the written word ? Whether it be health, social welfare, cultural or agricultural information the message is clear, new techniques should complement, not replace, existing knowledge, information must be communicated in accessible forms having first actively engaged the local population. It is the failure to respond flexibly that has condemned the institutional library to the status of, in the authors' words, an ' alien implant '.
The imposition of national information systems with admirable objectives but distance from the realities of African librarianship is graphically illustrated. Africa has become dependent upon inappropriate Western models inserted without regard for differences in culture. Buildings symbolic of national and civic pride often contain collections applicable to the information-rich industrialised world. Even well-targeted materials, supplied by organisations such as Book Aid International, portray a ' developed nation ' perspective. Bibliographies, catalogues and databases, if orientated towards Africana at all, often list materials only available outside the continent. The training of African librarians according to an ethos drawn upon the print-based culture of the West is, in the authors' view, incompatible with the needs of an information-poor society. For example, the relevance of the curriculum at the School of Information Science for Africa at Addis Ababa is questioned, graduate are considered capable of serving only an already information-rich elite. Perhaps the authors expect too much of a new generation of African information scientists that, it seems, needs re-equipping with an education which breaks the dependence upon the ' alien ' philosophies of the ' West '.
However, the authors are eager to provide a positive framework for progress based upon financial realism, self-reliance, and sustainable, participatory, responsive information delivery to the mass of the people. Informal reading room services, resource points and cultural centres are advocated with, most radical of all, the use of trained animateurs, repackaging and interpreting information for the community into usable forms that shift the emphasis away from a document-based service. Yet in proposing the extension of basic reading services into multi-media cultural centres mixing oral, visual and written material facilitated by ' information animators ', there is a danger of over-sophistication. Rather, examples from Zimbabwe, highly regarded as exhibiting much of the best practice in the continent, illustrate how basic needs can be satisfied by the use of village community workers in schemes such as home library projects, providing a ' multiplicity of local initiatives '(p. ). Whilst radical new approaches are to be welcomed, the scope for extending good practice achieved elsewhere in the continent must surely be examined further.
Despite these caveats, the authors are essentially concerned with what is realisable in terms of information delivery to the African people and must be commended for a well-revised volume that adds a significant voice to a struggle that deserves to be heard.
 - University of Newcastle upon Tyne
The Rise of Multipartyism and Democracy in the Context of Global Change : the case of Africa by T L-K Westport, CT, and London : Praeger, . Pp. xj. £..
The book begins with a ringing declaration : ' the current applications of the concepts of liberal democracy, multipartyism and development in Africa must be re-defined because they have created faulty perceptions of social change, unrealizable expectations, and irrelevant political practices ' (p. vi). Why must they be re-defined ? Because they have been perceived as ' synonymous ', but they ' are not and should not be '. They need to be ' demystified, both epistemologically and politically, so that they can better serve Africa in concrete political situations in the st century and beyond within the global system '(ibid.). Well, I thought, this looks promising : it would be very illuminating to read an account of why liberal democracy et al. seem to have failed to deliver generalised benefits in Africa, bearing in mind that a large proportion of the region's nearly fifty countries have shifted from military or one-party rule to multiparty systems in the s.
However, this slim book is a huge disappointment. It not only fails to explain why ' the concepts of liberal democracy, multipartyism and development in Africa must be re-defined ', but also does not deliver on the aim of explaining the undeniable dynamic for and of political shifts in the region by allusion to ' global change '. The latter is not defined ; we are not told what aspects of global change are worthy of our attention and why ; we are not told how ' global change ' and political developments in Africa are connected. Moreover, and just as unaccountably, the rise of multipartyism is not analysed : we are not told what have been the main reasons for the rise of multiple, competing, parties ; only that a lot of African countries have a lot of them. Why ? Is it due to the flowering of competing political ideologies, the vanities of aspiring leaders, or the latest manifestions of ethnic, religious or regional competitiveness ? We are not told.
The book comprises eight chapters which are only loosely connected ; several of them could have been (and I suspect were) written at any time over the last twenty years. In fact, the author gives the game away by telling us that he has been ' thinking about writing a book on multipartyism and democracy since  ' ; I think he has been writing this book since the early s and managed to place it with the publisher primarily because the words ' global change ' are in the title. After all, everyone knows ' globalisation ' is the buzzword ; ipso facto a book with global change in the title must be both topical and publishable.
Lumumba-Kasongo does not engage with the current debate about the pros and cons of democratic change in Africa. The works of leading commentators, such as Michael Bratton and Nicholas van der Walle, Christopher Clapham, Nelson Kasfir, Robert Pinkney and John Wiseman, are not discussed. Instead, the book is polemical and rhetorical -wearing its dependency perspective on its sleeve -rather than rooted in a discussion about vying perceptions of what has been happening in Africa politically over the last decade or so and why.
In sum, I would not recommend this book to my students. I regard it as a wasted opportunity to illuminate and progress the debate about democracy in Africa.
  London Guildhall University
Learning from Somalia ; the lessons of armed humanitarian intervention edited by W C and J H Boulder, Lo and Oxford, Westview, . Pp. . £., £. (pbk.).
Somalia has by now produced a veritable spate of literature. What distinguishes this book more than most is that many of its chapters were written by men involved in one capacity or another in that sorry affair. The roll-call includes John Drysdale, Jonathon Howe and Harry Johnston, to name but three. Some, like Drysdale, have already given us their accounts and explanations of it all ; others we hear from for the first time.
The collection is divided into five parts : legal aspects of intervention ; economic aspects ; military aspects ; decisionmaking ; and conclusions. The content however is not as orderly as this suggests and overlap between the contributors is perhaps inevitable. Amongst the fourteen chapters, some stand out as particularly deserving of attention. Lee Cassanelli brings an historian's eye to what is so often put in a very short time frame, by a reminder that there has been a long-term experience of incursion from the north and land expropriation in the south of Somalia. Gerard Prunier casts his customary caustic and revealing gaze on European forces in Operation Restore Hope, with particular reference to France. Far more realistic than the US, for France participation in Somalia was largely a matter of ' being there ', especially with Djibouti so close. Jonathon Howe writes frankly on the problems of the relationship between the US and the UN. The differences between George Bush and Boutros Boutros-Ghali were vital -especially the refusal of the former to countenance the disarmament of ' warlords ' that the latter wanted -and leave very much unresolved the relations between the UN and the world's single superpower in the post-Cold War era. Harry Johnston and Ted Dagne give an interesting insiders' view of the role of Congress in the Somalia crisis. Largely a blow-by-blow account of how Congress moved rapidly from enthusiasm to disillusionment, they see Somalia as important in turning the legislature back towards isolationism once more after the glory of the Gulf War.
Overall, there is a good deal of common ground that emerges. None of the contributors doubts that there was a crisis in Somalia in  requiring international action, and that the action did save lives : there is no support here for the Africa Rights' contention that by the time substantial forces arrived at the end of that year the famine was over. All agree that the wish of Mohamed Sahnoun for a locally centred bottom-up response to the collapse of the Somali state was preferable to the Mogadishi centred, top-down, approach that eventually took place after Sahnoun's dismissal. This was particularly the case when the ' top ', in the form of the ' warlords ', were not disarmed. Many Somalis simply could not understand why it was that the UN tried to reconcile the armed factions which were the cause of so much of the conflict, rather than immediately apprehending them and disarming their followers. That failure in turn contributed to the agreement amongst all contributors that in just about every conceivable way UNOSOM II in particular was a shambles.
In the conclusion there is predictable discussion about UN intervention and US foreign policy in the post-Somali era. In particular, the customary link between the action in Somalia, and the comparable action in Rwanda shortly afterwards is made. Clarke and Herbst rightly think that some more fundamental thinking about collapsed states is required : they do have an impact on the international community, and the latter needs to think more about how it should respond to such situations. It probably requires some form of intervention, but with much more appropriate capacity than that deployed in Somalia. What I would have welcomed is some account of the country after the intervention. In contrast with the plethora of writing on the intervention, little has appeared about it since. In particular it would be useful to have more on developments in Somaliland where institutionalised links between top and bottom do appear to have been established -while the international community chooses not to accept the government's case for international recognition. In contrast there has been little progress in reconciling the factions in and around Mogadishu, though many people appear to have established some kind of modus vivendi.
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